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TEXT:  Luke 2:27-32, 36, 38 
THEME:  WHEN JESUS IS PRESENTED THERE IS 

1. Possession 2.  Peace 3.  Proclamation 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 

We have a familiar scene before us today—the presentation of Jesus in the temple.  
We know the details of the event quite well.  What strikes us in the scene before us?  
Is it the Old Testament regulations that Mary and Joseph were fulfilling in presenting 
their 40-day-old baby to the Lord?  Is it the Old Testament believers, Simeon and 
Anna, who approached Mary and Joseph?  Or is it the One at the center of it all? 
 

That’s Jesus in Mary’s arms.  That’s Jesus in Simeon’s song.  That’s Jesus in 
Anna’s heart and in her praise.  Jesus the Savior.  Jesus the only Savior.  He was 
presented that day in the temple; he’s still presented today.  And when he is, 
marvelous results happen. 
 

POSSESSION  We don’t know much about Simeon, either his age or 
occupation.  He appears that day in the temple and then disappears, never to 
be heard from again.  But we do know what God had worked in Simeon’s 
heart.  Here is a believer who trusted God’s promises of the Savior to come.  
We do know also that God had given Simeon a special promise.  His eyes 
would not close in death till they had actually seen the promised Savior in 
person. 
 

Then came the day.  The Spirit led this Old Testament believer to the temple 
and right up to that humble Galilean couple.  What a scene followed.  Simeon, 
who to this point had the Savior in his heart, now actually held him in his arms.  
What a gift from the Spirit that Simeon recognized in that lowly little baby, “the 
Mighty God and Everlasting Father,” “the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.”  When the Savior was presented that day in the temple, by the Spirit’s 
working Simeon possessed him in his arms and in his heart. 
 

Do you want to hold the Savior?  No, not like Simeon, feeling Jesus’ little heart 
beating against your chest, but like Simeon, in your heart of faith, trusting in 
the Savior?  Then you need to turn to the gospel in Word and sacrament.  
That’s the way the Savior comes to people today.  Through the Word, in the 
baptismal font, at the Communion table, the only Savior of the world is still 
presented to people.  Through those marvelous means of grace, the Spirit still 
works in human hearts.  Those who would know Jesus more fully, hold him in 
their hearts more deeply, fold him to their chests more tightly, turn ever more 
frequently to those gospel power tools of the Holy Spirit. 
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PEACE  When Jesus is presented, a second blessing follows.  We don’t know 
what happened to Simeon after that day in the temple, where he went or how 
long he lived.  But we do know what was in his heart and life.  “Peace” is the 
word he used to describe it, one word, but oh, how much is packed into it.  
Only those whose sins trouble them can begin to appreciate the peace that 
follows from hearing their Lord and judge tell them, “The blood of Jesus, my 
Son, has purified you from all your sins” (1 John 1:7).  Only those who 
recognize death as the wage of sin can begin to appreciate the peace that 
follows from hearing their Lord and judge tell them, “My Son has wiped out 
death by paying its wage himself and brought instead life and 
immortality” (2 Timothy 1:10).  To put it another way, only those who by 
God’s grace possess the Savior have a peace that sustains in life and 
supports in death.  Like Simeon, they can face each day with the prayer, 
“Lord, you may now dismiss your servant in peace” (Luke 2:29).   
 

One day an aged pastor was dictating a letter to the only other remaining 
member of his seminary class.  He told his wife, “Write, ‘I am leaving the land 
of the living and will soon be with the dying.’”  But then he hesitated. “No,” he 
said, “change that to ‘I am leaving the land of the dying and will soon be with 
the living.’”  Like Simeon, he had it right.  So do we when we hold the Christ 
Child in our hearts and trust him to hold us in his arms throughout eternity. 
 

PROCLAMATION  Who should come upon the scene that day when Jesus 
was presented in the temple but faithful Anna.  Many a year, night and day, 
this widowed believer had spent in the temple, waiting and praying for just 
such a moment.  Read carefully, though.  Notice her reaction.  She not only 
gave thanks to God for the Savior she could see and hold.  She also “spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38).  To have is to share.  And Anna well understood 
that truth as she became the first in a long line of women who witnessed about 
their Savior.  Who knows how many ended up holding the Savior as she did 
because of the blessed news she shared. 
 

What will it look like in heaven someday?  Who will be in the number on 
Jesus’ right hand because of the blessed news we shared?  No, we cannot 
bring to faith or keep a single soul in faith in Jesus.  That’s the Holy Spirit’s 
work.  But he would use us to proclaim the gospel through which he works.  
He would use us to touch our families and friends, our next-door neighbors 
and utter strangers with the blessed news of a redemption that belongs not 
just to Jerusalem but to the world.  And when we present Jesus, we can 
expect marvelous things to happen.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for giving your Son to be 
the Savior.  Thank you for bringing him into our hearts 
as you did for Simeon and Anna so long ago.  Fill our 
hearts with the joy of his forgiveness and true peace 
for living and dying.  Use us to shine with the light of 
his salvation out into a sin-darkened world, that others 
might know the peace that never ends but reaches its 
fullness in heaven.  In his name we ask it.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


